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Pope Gregory VIl Hildebrand and his understanding of secular and spiritual authorities

Abstract: Based on available historical facts we cme thatfor history of church
structure in the Western worédthe begining of the second halftbk eleventh century,

the most important segmenthsstory of the papacy, whidh that period started toward

its gretaest powelSincethis periodis maked with papal reformand individual role

of each popet is important to set up asason fothebeginning of workng on reforms

the total moral humiliation of papacy whiblappenedbecause of the negative influence

of secular ruler®n the systenatic organisation of the Roman churcit this moment,
every kind of influence of rulers for Roman church was intolerable, but becatise of
widespread influencghe commonpublic opinion was that without radical moves on
that subject, it wuld be impossibleto reduce that influence. During the reforms of
papacy, for almost twenty years,tite smallest circle of people who guid#te strategy

of reforms and elections of the most suitable persons for cardinal and papal service, and
also in the smallest circlef papal candidategn several occasionst was cardinal
Hildebrand.He wasa sort of driving force, even ithetime of pope Gregory VI(1045
1046) he was his close associate, and in the time of Leo IX he appeared as an ardent
advocate of reforms, togethwith the Pope himselHildebrand waf Italian origin,
bornin 1020, probably in Tuscany. He canmeRome as a child and was educated in
roman monastg where his uncle was an abbdthat was one of thed C| uny o
monasteries. During the pontificate mpe Gregory VI he became a chaplain and with
pope Gregory he went into exilen  KDuting the pontificate of pope Leo IX he
became chief treasurer of tReman churchand abbot of St Paul's monastare was

well known as a man of high moral qualiti&sda strict way of life. When he agreed to

be elected for pope, aftdredeath of pope Alexander II, he did not ask for confirmation
from the German king Henry IV. He thought confirmati@ras not necessary, because

of the exisience of a large number okarly spokend C | u monasteries, which
conststed from church units wbh supported the ferms, and their centre, where the
ideas of reforms ereborn It was inBenedictine monastery of Ss Peter and Paul in
Cluny, FranceCluny monastery,sanonastic conmunitystrived to reduce the influence

of secular rulers on church life and restore dignity of life to mem{adrthat sor} of

suchcommunities, more than to reestabliiis way of life. Hildebrand was elected



pope with supportrbm that community, wbseinfluence in that periosvas notalready
negligible. His ideagxclusively concerned reforms of papacy at@nghteningapal
authority in Europe. He confirmed that through twenty seven clausieb he exposk

in the Dictatus papaedocument, which cabe consideed as titles fora collection of
canonsfor the future. The ganned collection of canons was never achieved,thuit
main goalsof pope Gregory VII Hildebrand cabe seen in the document gelf, with
which hedirected life and work of Church sonunity. The main goals were:

-To completelyseparate lower clerical rank from secular influence, through institution
of celibacy, because he consk@rclerical marriage asa main reason for their
dependency.

- To completelyseparate highezlerical rankfrom secular influence and coruption, by
deprivingtheir right in bishop elections.

-To create one unersal teocratic state from thénstian world, led by pope as God's
administrator in world.

The geat role of pope Gregory VIl Hildebrand in reformgédlected inthe fact that
regardlessof his direct oponent in reform implementation, king Henry Who lived
and ruled a long time aftershdeath his ideaskept on beingmplemened for along
time after his deathWith his convictionshe gave greatantributionin bracing a theory
of papal infallibility and primacy, since he supportad opinion of apope as a person
who is the only one in all Christendom who could be nomuhatéversal.

Analogous to that fact, he madtatements thathe Roman popecould remowe the
emperor independentlywhich was absolutely unknowuantil that moment, because
earlierthe only role ofa popewasin emperos enthronemenandthat the theory ofa
pope Gelasius from the fifth centutyased on learning of Saint Augumi of Hippo,
according to which therevas dualism of authorities in th€hristian world This was
understood byhe Roman civilization asa public opinion ofthe Church. Furthermore,
he claimed in some sort of conclusion, that each papadirect succes of St Peter
andmust be consideda saint.

All this was an offspring of his beliefs that thewar authorities are the last incarnation
of paganism and as such it must be fully subordintdesiacral papal administration
which, according to him, imgmens the will of the Almighty God With that sort of

attitude, hewent from one to another extreme, with full liberation aefpay from



secular authoritie® which it wasnat fully subordinated until then, and putting it to the
position to rule complebg with the public affairsHe did all that irthe belief that he

was eqauted with St Peter.

This doctoral thesis iawider sense, with a starting point in early mentioned historical
circumstances, refers to a problem of relations between spiritugigeuidr authorities
Since this issue became exceptionadiievantin the begining of the eleventh century
andwith its culminationobtained,as we saicearlier, in the time of pope Gregory VII
Hildebrand,this researchs, in the narrow sense, poautto the personality of pope
Gregory VIl Hildebrand and his attitude on this matter. For better understanding of this
issue which makes an essence of this doctoral thesis, we pay special atteptipa
Gregory's thoughts abotiterole of Church in seculanaters and his approach, and the
way of its realisation in a matter which considered him as head superior of the Roman
Catholic Church.

In special parts of this doctoral thesise made a review on relationship between the
Roman popes and German secularemulbefore the time of pope Gregory VI
Hildebrand, as well as on historical and political circumstances in Europe which
resulted with reforms relationshipof Roman popes and secular rulers of Hueopean
states which spiritually belongedttee RomanCatholic Church. Allwe havementioned

so faris presented in order to show pope Gregory's work on reforms more clearly.

Pope Gregory VIl Hildebrand, within his reformsavg theso called certificates of
secular authority to certain rulers. In our pecspe, the most interestingf thosesorts

of certificatesare the ons given to Croatian king Demetrius Zvonimir, and also
conditions under which it was given to him ahd had any influence on the endtbe

rule of king Demetrius Zvonimir. It is venynportant to know how pope Gregory Vi
Hildebrandinterpreted those certificatesnd what sort of obligations of secular rulers
toward the pope that certificate caused, and in what way it participated in organisation
of the Crusadedt was important to @y attention to all elements of pope Gregory's
reforms, in order to maka conclusion that all of the mentioned elements batone
goal - to createa theocratic society which would function ¢ime basis of theoryn the
relationship between secular angirgual authorities according to pope Gregory VI
Hildebrand.



Thethesis which we created is that in reforms of pope Gregory VIl Hildebrand and in
his fight for implementation of his new ideas therelationshipbetween the pope and
secular rulers, wean exactly see the basis for development ethieocratic empirelin
addition, we epresentd in which waythe theory of pope Gregory VIl Hildebrarnsl
connectedwith the teachings of pope Gelasiuteologically founded on learning of
Saint Augustine ofHippo, on which he himself refeed tq and whichin western

historical literaturas very often placed asgoal ofthe Gegorian reforms.

Keywords: Pope Gregory VII Hildebrand, Henry IV, secular authorities, spiritual
authorities, lay investiture, simg, Church, State, reforms.

Scientific field: Theology

Scientific subfield: Church history
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%8 _.Etipse quippe fatentur inimici ex Siomissam fuisse lege Christipod euangelim nos uocamos, et

eam uirgam uirtutis eius agnoscimus. Dominari uero eumeddio inimicorum suorum idem ipsnter
quosdominatur, dentibus frendendo et tabascendo et nihil aduersus eum ualendo testantur. Deinde quod
paulo post dicit: lurauit Dominus, eton, paenitebit eum, quibus uerbis inmutabile futurum esse
significat, quod adiungit: Tu es sacerdos in aeternum secundum ordinem Melchisedech, ex eo quod iam
nusquam est sacerdotium et sacrificum secundum ordem Aaron et ubique offertur sub sacestote Chri
quod protulit Melchisedech, quando benedixit Abraham, quis ambigere permittitur, de quo ista
dicantur?... CfAugustinus De civitate dell, 582.

¥ Vnde uerus ille mediator, in quantum formam serui accipens mediator effectus est Dei et hominum,
homoChristus lesus, cum in forma Dei sacrificium cum Patre sumat, cum quo et unus Deus est, tamen in
forma serui sacrificium maluit esse quam sumere,uel hac occasione quisquam existimaret cuilibet
sacrificandum esse creaturae. Per hoc et sacerdos esiffgrens, ipse et oblatio. Cuius rei sacramentum
cotidianum esse uoluitecclesiae sacrificium, quae cumipsius capitis corpus sit, se ipsam per ipsum discit
offerre. Huius ueri sacrificii multiplicia uariaque signa erant sacrificia prisca sanctorum, cuoniim

per multa figuraretur, tamquam uerbis multis res una diceretur, ut sine fastidio multum commendaretur.
Huic summo ueroque sacrificio cuncta sacrificia falsa cesseruru@éistinus De civitate del, 294.
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7 Ziegler,Pope Gelasius
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PrRiglts, 427.

8 Fuerint haec ante adventum Christi, ut quidam figuraliter, adhuc tamen in carnalibus actionibus
constituti pariter reges existerent, et pariter simtess. Quod S. Melchisedech fuise sacra prodit Historia.
Quod in suis queque diabolus imitatus est, utpote qui semper que divino eultui convenirent sibimet
tyrannico spiritu vindicate contendit, ut pagani imperatdiglmm et maximi pontifices dicerentuged

cum ad verum ventum est eumdem regem atque pontificem, ultra sibi nec imperator pontificis nomen
imposuit, nec pontifex regale fastigium vindicavit, Quamvis enim membra ipsius, id est, veri regis atque
pontificis, secundum participationem naturae mfgmi utrumgue in sacra generositas@mpsisse
dicantur, ut simul regale genus et sacerdotale subsistant. Cf. PL, 05680908

8 Cantor,Middle Ages88.
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8 Cantor,Middle Ages88.
8 Morris, The Papal Monarchy99.

% In quibus tantogravius est pondus sacerdotuguanto etiam pro ipsis regibus Domino in divino
reddituri sunt examine rationem. Nosti etenim, fili elementissime, quod licet praesideas humano generi
dignitate, rerum tamen praesulibus divinarum devotus cultamittis, atque ab eis causas tuae salutis
expetis, inque sumendis coelestibus sacramentis, eisque disponendis, subdi te debero cognoscis religionis
ordine potius quam praesse. Cf. PL, 059, 42
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8 Kelly and WalshDictionary of Popes45.
8 Markus Popesand Emperors 47.
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%2 piisimus atquea Dea constitutus dominus nosteter icaeteras augustorumonderum curas
conservandae queque sacerdotali charitati rectitudine studii spiritalis invigilat, videlicet pie veraciterque

consideraus heminem posse recte terrena regere, nisi noverit divina tractare, pacemque reipublicae ex
universalis Ecclesiae pace pendere. Cf. PL, 077, 744.
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% Kelly and WalshDictionary of Popes64.

% Maxwell-Stuart Chronicle, 48.
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9" Markus Popesand Emperors 52.

%R fryds53.
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19 Markus, The Sacred and the Secul&6.
101p f1s98,

192 Markus,Gregory the Great83.
1030 s ts .

e flsts, 84 .

30



Cs' 0 “j, fjdBO0 Ideotsdseatsd &Bdh? jSk, LOfsyjl
oted  j B UdUAtedzidL Bj' £ (O S sgtdc ftOd jO | dLdsdzj

odH JIsd dz0O thdtselkz BHetsoatttd® f0O0fj 1dS¢tsdzi 1 k¢
sB O ¢ jC0O dzO tOL dzj IsjBj, OO 1 JStsdzO §tsL o
fsMisOe? O E<d GO COt dzjftedCsmdetse j dets€ Oklststed
10¢65dz s foyjlbdaj tojd&zOyd j, SodStjlsdzd & fdzc
Hzntsodzs® o dzOMisd odHd®s k£ ¢ jesoatsd Mhno OOk

o ZOMILOH Iy detsisd Stedh < Odzi € d 5 1 Can2iftc &  tited B
MRo OOk O] 1dgtedf WwBBokO: | [dacfmdnsOllz  j
fOfj 1dCtsdzf 5 tSHdtsMikz Mo jlstsodzgj d HERBodzj o dzC
C dBO d (Ofj | jdond 0% ePof kd| ey isddo ¢ s,
Mots" 85° OdOdzdL d, 1 ttcokzH odHd MlsjjdgisH dasH dzte ffz® Mts
cjesots’ ftojljdLd d LO HBsBR]Jd&ZOYd & §O04fMej &
HO fMj Mojlsseodzd Okbwstedlsjlsd dzj Bd I’ O0dd dod
4o It kkeot' ' j dzO ftedd3 jtez " JHdZBE HBEO' O
dL o  j Mdscos gddfiE B MSts & jMbsts ©H MsteOdy S0
1S Bk0 3 jMstsSts EMfteslsdodt st SCtd? jotsd f sl
ftedd jto BdscO hlss fMj COMdd j (6 BouJdzs ¢ OB
s dMOdesdz HEBGO HA ks gtstapor@d jodsjsted  j 0O j |
1dSsdz0 MiOste® HO ddSt tH Mo jlseddn Okkttdl
HERtsodzj ftsfdsej, Odkd HO HEZRtodd Oklttdlsjlsd

) Jioolswmzd sdyS s ddzd  js8BsomMCts oo j dzilse s

106 cf. Mansi, XV, 405, 406, 419, 423.

7 Quoniam quamvisutrumquefortasse sine culpa valeat exerceri, quando tamen his quae Dei sunt,

arctius homo debet haerere, que mundi sunt a se convenit penitus refecare: praecipue cum eo die ad
militiam divinam accedens homo, implicari non debeat negotis saecularibiai@i, XV, 407.

1% Quippe cum pertineat hoc ad reges saeculi Christianos, ut temporibus suis pecatam & sine

diminautione velint servari matrem suam ecclesiam, unde spiritaliter nati sunt. Cf. Mansi, XV, 411.
199 Norwood, The Political Pretension271.

Wembss, 272.
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gaudeamus; sin vero nobis odium pro dilectione reddiderit, interminatio, qua dicitur: Maledictus homo,
qui prohibet gladium suum a sanguine, super nos, deo providente, non venkRegeita599.

*7Viincent, The Age of Hildetand, 70
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“Opuffy, Sveci ,94gregni ci

%1 Ottoni, episcopo Constatiensi, per nuncios eius redire festinantes significant, in synodo de simoniacis
et fornicatoribus quid statutum stf. Regesta612.
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466 Gregorii Romani pontifice electuesiderio abbi monasterii sci Benedicti montis cassini salute.
Domnus papa Alexander mortuus e cuius mors sup me cecidu a omia uiscera mea concutiens penitus
combaut. Na mmorte qde Romanus populus contra more itaqueuit a in manu nia consilii srena dimisit.

Ut euidentappa reret ex di mia hocpuenisse. Rég. Vat. 201v.

467 Blumenthal,The Investiture controvers§5.
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4% Rodulfo, duci Sueviae, de constituenda inter sacerdotium imperiumque concordia scribenti, ita
respondetA €ca regem Heinricum, cui debitores existimus ex eo, quod ipsum in regem elegimus,

pater eius Henricus imperator inter omnes Italicos in curia sua speciali honore me tractavit, quodque

etiam ipse moriens Romanae ecclesiae per papam Victpraadictum filium suum commendavit,

aliguam malevolentiam non observamus; sed videtur nolles ut prius tecum atque cumAgnete

i mperatrice et cum comitissa Beatrice et Rainal do,
Hortatur, ut ad sese accedat. Regesta600.

471 Blumenthal,The Investiture controvers$19.
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%0 Conciliadum Wormatiense, Quo shismatici episcopi jussu Henrici regis congregati Gregorium
pontificatum amovendum esse declararunt, anno Domini MLXXVIMasi, XX, 463.
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*3 Unde factum est ut Wormatia®mwilio episcoporum habito, omnes pene Teutonici regni, praeter
paucos de Saxonia, pontifices papam Hildebrandum Greforium abdicaraviari, XX, 465.
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%% Hildebrandum scilicet monachum habitum quidem Dominum apostoliciem, pastoris cura, sed
invasoris violentia apostolicae sedi praesidentemMahsi, XX, 465.
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"1 Blessed Peter, prince of the apostleslifie your gracious ears to us, we beg you, and hear me, your
servant, whom you have fostered from childhood... | deny the government of the whole kingdom of the
Germans and ltaly to King Henry, son of Emperor Hemvlgo has rebelled against Your Church... Cf.
Robinson,The papal reform318.

®"2\/incent, The Age of Hildebrand9.
*"3 Robinson,The papal reform318.

" cum adhuc in diaconatus officio positi essemus, perlata ad nos de regis actionibus sinistra et mult
inhonesta fama. CCowdrey,The Epistolae vagante36.
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5 Et ideo ex parte beati Petri apostolorum principis praecipimus ut nullus eum praesumat a uinculo
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